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Note: 

Okemos High School provides a challenging curriculum, provoking deep thought and class discussion. As a result, some 
parents/guardians, in some circumstances, might choose to discuss with the classroom teacher an alternative to 
assigned readings. 

***************** 

The high school administration, in conjunction with the department chairs, reserves the right to alter the schedule of 
classes and to limit class size to ensure safety and to facilitate optimal instructional conditions. Courses will be offered 
on student interest and staff availability. Thus, not all courses listed in this catalog will be offered each year. 
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BUSINESS AND COMPUTER EDUCATION 

Credits earned in this department will be applied towards the three (3) credit “electives” requirement for graduation from Okemos High School. 

BUSINESS COURSES 

COURSE: Accounting Systems 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Students learn the basic accounting principles and apply these principles to various business simulations and other accounting projects. This course 

covers the entire accounting cycle and the necessary information to handle most of the record keeping skills in today’s accounting atmosphere. The 

students will also apply the skills they learn through serving as the accountant in practice sets to simulate business events and transactions as they 

occur. Automated Accounting Software will be used to simulate business events and transactions. The Internet will be used as a research tool for 

accounting projects. This course is designed to prepare the student who is entering the business field in college or the student who is seeking an 

entry-level position in the accounting field. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Accounting (Computerized) 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Accounting Systems 

 

Students who show proficiency after taking Accounting I are encouraged to take Advanced Accounting. This course reviews and reinforces concepts 

that were used in Accounting I. During the course, students will learn how to use preprogrammed software that covers the general ledger, 

accounts receivable and accounts payable. These statements include transactions which involve purchase and sales on account, correcting and 

adjusting entries, sales discounts, credit terms, and purchase discounts. The class is designed to introduce students to the problem-solving capacity 

of the microcomputer. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Personal Finance 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

It is essential in today’s economic climate to have a good working knowledge of the fundamentals of personal finance. Today’s teenagers, in 

adulthood, will be required to take more personal responsibility for actively managing their finances than people of any previous generation. The 

corporate pension plans and generous employee benefits enjoyed by the parents of today’s youth likely will not exist, and saving for long-term 

goals, such as retirement, will be up to each individual. Those who understand financial planning concepts and investment principles will have a 

significant advantage over those who do not. This course will teach the basic concepts of personal finance using a practical approach. Students will 

identify and prioritize their personal money management goals, develop a working spending plan, complete actual state and federal tax forms, 

become aware of banking and credit card fraud and learn how to avoid becoming a victim, learn about the impact of time on money, understand 

the costs of credit, and learn to use credit cards wisely, learn to protect their assets through savings and investments, and how to avoid risk by 

purchasing the proper types of insurance. They will also learn to become wise consumers when considering purchasing a home, car, food, clothing, 

etc. Students will do research online, play the stock market game, and compile an individual financial planning notebook. 

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Accountant, financial planner, economist, stockbroker, business owner. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing introduces students to individual marketing components and the importance that marketing plays in our 

economic system utilizing the specific environments of sports and entertainment. Through the use of the Internet and a variety of software 

programs, students learn economics, event promotion, merchandising, packaging, product marketing, market research, endorsements and 

sponsorship. Career planning in the marketing, sports and entertainment industries is researched. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Entrepreneurship 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of instructor ONLY. Applications are available at the end of  

January for fall enrollment. 

 

Running the OHS Spirit Shop provides an intensive, hands-on approach to entrepreneurship. Actual products are marketed in the store 

environment. Marketing skills such as economics, entrepreneurship, sales, promotion, display, buying, human relations, accounting, and inventory 

control are acquired in the classroom setting. Students are encouraged to work together as they rotate through the various store positions helping 

to foster qualities such as leadership, resourcefulness, initiative, and teamwork. May be repeated for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Work Experience 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ¼-1 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of the coordinator. Must successfully complete a semester of related area, either previous or concurrent to 

enrollment in Work Experience, i.e. Employment Essentials, Word Processing, Accounting,  Marketing and 

Management, Computer Application, Computer Information Systems, Baking or another class arranged and approved 

through the coordinator. 

 

This course is designed to provide students with an opportunity to explore the world of work through employment. Students enrolling in this 

course will be placed on a job with the consent of parents/guardians and the coordinator. Students are required to thoroughly complete a work 

contract, which is due upon entrance into the program and to work a minimum average of ten hours per week, for a minimum of ninety (90) hours 

during the nine-week term. Evaluation is based on the employer’s review as well as diligence in following the contract. Students can earn 1/4 credit 

per nine weeks. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

COURSE: Cooperative Education 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 2 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of the coordinator. Must be enrolled in and successfully and complete a year of related class in a work 

related area, concurrent to Enrollment in co-op, i.e. Employment Essentials, Accounting, Marketing and Management, 

Computer Applications for Personal Use, Computer  

Information Systems, Baking, Foods or another arranged and approved through the coordinator. 

 

Students work at a training station in the area of their vocational pursuit (short or long term-range goals). Student enrollment is based on a 

contract with the student, parent/guardian, employer, and coordinator. Students receive on-the-job instruction from the employer, by whom they 

are supervised and evaluated. The cooperative education coordinator acts as the liaison to administer the program. Students are required to fulfill 

the terms of the co-op contract, which is due upon entrance into semester hours). The duration of the contract is the school year unless specified 

on the contract. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 

 



 

COURSE: Employment Essentials A/B 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½-1 (May enroll as semester or year-long class) 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Students will study the business and economic environment in which all of us live. They will develop skills in the wise selection and use of goods 

and services. Emphasis will be placed upon workplace interactions, ethics, teamwork, safety issues, and specific student interests. Students will 

develop competence in managing their own personal business system and explore its integral role in our total economy. This will be accomplished 

through the study of the economy, careers, consumerism, money management, banking, credit, insurance, saving and investing, marketing, trade, 

and mathematics as it pertains to these topics. This course fulfills the “work related class” requirement for Co-op and Work Experience. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COMPUTER COURSES 
 

COURSE: A+ (PC Systems Servicing and Troubleshooting) 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: None  

 

A+ is a hands on course in which students understand and master the most up-to-date concepts needed to pass the A+ certification exam. The 

course is divided into two major sections: PC Systems Servicing and PC Systems Troubleshooting. During the first part of the course students find 

out how a PC’s components work, how the operating system works, and basic systems servicing. After completion of the course students will be 

able to identify the significant components found in a PC, disassemble and reassemble a PC, repair PC problems, upgrade hardware components, 

and build a PC for their own personal use. The A+ certification exam will be given at the completion of this course. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Computer Science  

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra II, good working knowledge of computers and software, teacher approval 

 

AP Computer Science is a course designed to teach the fundamentals of computer science with an emphasis on programming in Java. This class is 

intended for the student who has a strong interest in computer programming and the desire to learn the concepts of, the functions of, and the 

implementation of different computer ideas. This will include the study of fundamental operators, decision-making processes, strings, data 

handling, structures, Java Events, recursion, and common algorithms. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 Elective or Math Related Credit  

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra I, good working knowledge of computers and software, teacher approval  

 

AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to teaching the underlying principles of computation. The course will introduce 

students to the creative aspects of programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data sets, the Internet, cybersecurity concerns, and computing 

impacts. AP Computer Science Principles will give students the opportunity to use technology to address real-world problems and build relevant 

solutions. Together, these aspects of the course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to broaden participation in computer science. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Advanced Computer Science 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: AP Computer Science 

 

This course teaches students the art of programming, how to think algorithmically and solve problems efficiently. Topics include abstraction, 

algorithms, data structures, encapsulation, resource management, security, software engineering, and web development. Languages include 

Python, C, PHP, and JavaScript plus SQL, CSS, and HTML. Problem sets inspired by real-world domains of biology, cryptography, finance, forensics, 

and gaming. This course is designed for students who have previously succeeded in AP Computer Science and have a strong interest in computer 

science. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Introduction to Computer Programming 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Knowledge of Computers 

 

The emphasis of this course is on techniques of program development within the object-oriented paradigm. Upon completion of this course, the 

student will be able to write programs dealing with a wide variety of subject matter. Topics include control structures, objects, classes, inheritance, 

simple data structures, and basic concepts of software development. Currently, Python and Java are the programming languages used in the 

course. The course is supplemented with many hands on labs. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Computer and Tablet Applications 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Keyboarding or knowledge of the keyboard suggested 

 

This is a Windows 8.1 based course that utilizes the student’s new learning device, various software packages and applications associated with the 

windows environment. During this class, students will become experts at using their new tablet device. Students will learn how to integrate this 

device into all of their current and future classes. They will learn the use of many educational applications such as Evernote, Microsoft OneNote, 

Windows Journal, Drop Box, Google Drive, Google docs and many other applications that will give them a distinct advantage in the classroom. 

During the semester, students will also use desktop computers to learn Adobe Photoshop CS5, Microsoft Office 2016, and Camtasia Studio. Our 

department has designed, this course, with all students in mind. Students of all skill levels will enjoy this class and really enhance their skills. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Computer Technology 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective or Math Related Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Keyboarding or knowledge of the keyboard suggested 

 

Computer Technology is a hands-on course in which students will understand, explore, and master the most up-to-date computer concepts. 

Students will also learn how to take apart a PC and update different parts of the CPU including memory, RAM, hard drive, etc. Also, during the 

semester, students will learn how to utilize online applications, open source software, iPad/iPhone Apps, and Google Apps that are located in the 

Google Apps Store. This course is great for the student that is interested in the latest and greatest applications that are currently available online. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Advanced Computer Technology 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Computer Technology 

 

Advanced Computer Technology is a hands-on course in which students further understand and master the most up-to-date concepts involving 

computer technology. Students will further learn concepts related to digital citizenship, website development, Web 2.0, computer repair, computer 

networking, and other computer technology related topics. Students will have advanced instruction on software and freeware related to the 

course. Instruction will be provided through hands-on lectures and several projects. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Introduction to Networking 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course provides an overview and introduction to the Cisco Certified Network Associate Certification (CCNA). It introduces the ability to install, 

configure, operate, and troubleshoot routed and switched networks. The curriculum includes basic mitigation of security threats, introduction to 

wireless networking concepts and terminology, and performance based skills. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Computer Network Administration (Semester II) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Introduction to Networking 

 

This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to perform competently in the role of network administrator or system 

manager. Student completing this course will be able to accomplish fundamental network tasks on a Novell NetWare 5.1 network. It is designed to 

guide students along a curriculum path that leads to the Certified Novell Administration (CNA) certification and is structured to lay the basis for 

more advanced Novell certification offered at university, college or community college level. Students are encouraged to take the CNA test upon 

completion of the course. 

 

NOTE: Completing or testing out of the Introduction to Networking course is a requirement for enrollment in this course. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
COURSE: Keyboarding 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Keyboarding is a must in today’s computerized world. Students develop skills using the touch method to keyboard quickly and accurately. Students 

will learn Microsoft 2016, Word and Excel programs. Students will then use these skills to produce letters, report writing, and tabulations. Students 

will also use spreadsheet software to learn basic worksheet skills and the numeric Keypad. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BUSINESS AND COMPUTER EDUCATION 

 GRADE LEVEL 

 9 10 11 12 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY     

Advanced Placement Computer Science  X X X 

Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles X X X X 

Introduction to Computer Programming X X X X 

Advanced Computer Science  X X X 

Computer and Tablet Applications X X X X 

Computer Technology X X X X 

Advanced Computer Technology  X X X 

Keyboarding X X X X 

Computer Network Administration  X X X 

Introduction to Networking  X X X 

A+ (PC System Service & Troubleshooting)  X X X 

BUSINESS EDUCATION     

Personal Finance X X X X 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing X X X X 

Entrepreneurship X X X X 

Accounting X X X X 

Advanced Accounting  X X X 

WORKPLACE SKILLS     

Work Experience/Co-Op   X X 

Employment Essentials   X X 
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WILSON TALENT CENTER 
 

The Wilson Talent Center and its off-site programs are extensions of the Okemos High School program. Only Junior and 

Senior students from Okemos High School can obtain specialized occupational learning experiences in 12 different 

career clusters. Selected Okemos High School extra-curricular and social activities will still be available to students. 

Students will graduate and receive a regular diploma from Okemos High School, however, they will also receive a 

certificate of program completion from the Wilson Talent Center. Programs range from a 1 to 2 year commitment. There 

are several opportunities to earn college credit within each program. 

 

Offerings through the Wilson Talent Center will permit students to:  

● Achieve an employable skill to prepare for the world of work immediately upon graduation from Okemos 

High School. 

● Get a head start on a pre-professional career goal with work experience before graduation from high school. 

● Prepare for a more interesting, higher paying, part-time job to offset the cost of a college education. 

● Prepare learners for the workplace of the future and the pursuit of lifelong learning opportunities. 

● Give students advanced college placement and, in some programs, give college credit that is transferable to 

several different universities. 

 

The Wilson Talent Center is located five miles south of OHS in Mason, MI. Students can earn 3.5 credits per academic 

year by attending classes at the Wilson Talent Center. Classes at the Wilson Talent Center are offered in two time-block 

periods: The AM Session begins at 8:00 a.m. and concludes at 10:40 a.m.; the PM Session begins at 11:35 p.m. and 

concludes at 2:15 p.m. Busing is provided to and from the Wilson Talent Center for both sessions. Students who attend 

the Cosmetology program will need to provide their own transportation (which includes Saturday morning sessions and 

extended daily hours to meet certification requirements). There is the potential for a student to attend a full day 

schedule at the Wilson Talent Center, and this is determined on a case by case basis. A student must have met all 

graduation requirements prior to attending a full year at Wilson Talent Center or they must be fulfilling the necessary 

credits within the classroom (they cannot be taken through the Wilson Talent Center Edgenuity program). 

 

In order to enroll in a program at the Wilson Talent Center, interested students in their 10th or 11th grade years will 

attend a mandatory presentation (typically held in late October), and must complete a mandatory program visit (a few 

dates typically in late November or early December). Applications are due by the end of January and program 

acceptance letters are sent out in March. If a student misses the initial enrollment window, there is an open-enrollment 

time period, typically in April, where interested students can visit any program that still has openings. Upon completion 

of an open-enrollment visit, a student would then be eligible to apply to that program. 

 

Information about Wilson Talent Center presentations and visits are listed in News and Notes and announced in FLEX 

videos. Students can also get information by speaking with their counselor in the Counseling Office. For more 

information about specific programs, please reference the Wilson Talent Center website at www.inghamisd.org/wtc/. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

http://www.inghamisd.org/wtc/


ENGLISH 
Complete reading lists for each course listed in the English Department are available from the teacher of the course and will be distributed to 

parents/guardians at Open House each fall. 

 

COURSE: Literature and Composition 9 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: This course or its equivalent, English 9, is required of all 9th grade students 

 

Literature and Composition 9 approaches literature both thematically and by genre. Major themes are the journey through life, coming of age, and 

cultural diversity. Course texts will include To Kill a Mockingbird, The Odyssey, an introduction to Shakespeare, and other texts and literature circles 

at the teacher’s discretion from the following: A Raisin in the Sun, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, and A Step from Heaven. 
Various creative writing projects will also be completed. (The only course directly substituting for this course is English 9). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: English 9 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation 

 

This course may be substituted for Literature and Composition 9 by students who need special development in the areas of speaking, reading, and 

writing. Whenever possible readings will correspond to those in Lit./Comp.9 using adapted texts, such as the screenplay for To Kill a Mockingbird 

and an abridged, simplified version of The Odyssey. Additional texts may include the Holt Reinhart Anthology and supplementary materials from 

the McDougal Littell Anthology. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Literature and Composition 10  

FOR: 10 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 9 or English 9, with teacher recommendation. This course or its equivalent, (English 10, or acceleration into 

American Literature, when appropriate), is required of all tenth grade students 

 

This course focuses on applying and expanding concepts introduced in Literature and Composition 9. Students will be asked to produce a wide 

variety of written products (including creative, expository, research, and reflective writing). These products will demonstrate an understanding of 

traditional and contemporary literature as well as modern media. Course texts will include Of Mice and Men and a Shakespearean text (Much Ado 

About Nothing or Julius Caesar), and other texts and literature circles at the teacher’s discretion from the following: Finding Fish, Inherit the Wind, 

Brave New World, Antigone, Lord of the Flies, The Catcher in the Rye, The Girl With a Pearl Earring, The Color of Water, and The Help. 

 

Note: American Literature may be substituted for the 10th grade requirement if the following criteria are met: 

 

1. A recommendation by the Literature and Composition 9 teacher for the student’s placement in American Literature. 

2. For the SAT, a score of 620 on Evidence-based Reading and Writing must be attained. For the ACT, a score of 26 or above on 

Combined English Writing must be attained. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: English 10 

FOR: 10 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation 

 

This course, using Holt Elements of Literature: Third Course and supplementary materials, may be substituted for Literature and Composition 10 by 

students who need additional individual attention in language skills areas. Whenever possible, the literature studied will correspond to the books 

and plays studied in Literature and Composition 10: Of Mice and Men, Julius Caesar or Much Ado About Nothing, Finding Fish, Inherit the Wind, 

Lord of the Flies, and Catcher in the Rye. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE: English 11 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Required ninth and tenth grade courses and teacher recommendation 

 

This course stresses basic writing and reading skills. It is designed for those students needing special attention in those areas and is a continuation 

of concepts taught in English 10. Concepts in American literature are included within the course work using the McDougal Littell Anthology and 

supplementary texts such as the following: Their Eyes Were Watching God, A Cold Day in Paradise, One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Chocolate 

War, The Late Great Me, and The Things They Carried. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE: Reading, Writing, and Reflecting 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: English 10 or Lit./Comp.10 

 

This course will offer a thematic study of literature and writing for students planning to attend a two-year or four-year college. The curriculum is 

appropriate for students who want to read contemporary literature and who are seeking intensive, individualized writing instruction. Course work 

combines popular and traditional readings with a variety of reflective activities, including discussion, journaling, and formal writing. Possible 

thematic units include: Fighters and Survivors, Rebels and Causes, and Mystery Mayhem and Sci-Fi. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: American Literature 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit./Comp.9 and Lit./Comp 10 (see note below) This elective is designed   

for college preparatory students 

 

This course offers a comprehensive study of American literature from pre-colonial times to the present. In addition to reading poems, stories, 

essays, and novels, students can expect to be challenged by the material and the assignments which include essay writing, class presentations, and 

essay testing. Books such as *The Great Gatsby, *Huckleberry Finn, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Their Eyes Were Watching God, 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, A Prayer for Owen Meany, and The Crucible may supplement regular textbook assignments. (*Core curriculum 

novels). Daily discussion and preparation for class are expected. 

 

NOTE: American Literature may be substituted for the 10th grade requirement if the following criteria are met: 

1. A recommendation by the Literature and Composition 9 teacher for the student’s placement in American Literature. 

2. For the SAT, a score of 620 on Evidence-based Reading and Writing must be attained. For the ACT, a score of 26 or above on 

Combined English Writing must be attained. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: British Literature 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 9 and Lit/Comp 10 or American Literature 

This elective is designed for college preparatory students. 

 

This course offers a humanities based approach to the study of British Literature; historical facts, religious trends, art, music, and ideas which 

correspond to the various literary movements are studied each term. The emphasis is on group projects and college writing assignments, including 

at least one research-based experience. Students can expect to be challenged by the material and the assignments. This course covers topics and 

texts such as Beowulf, an intensive study of Shakespeare, and Restoration works of literature, the Enlightenment, Romantic Poetry, along with 

Victorian, Edwardian, and 20th Century works. This course will also emphasize the emergence of the novel as genre. Daily discussion and 

preparation for class are expected. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Senior English 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Three full years of high school English 

 

This course is designed for students who have already had three years of high school English but still experience difficulty in the areas of writing 

and analyzing literature. Writing and researching skills will be taught; students will learn techniques to become better writers. Students will read at 

least one independent work of popular fiction and several of the following works: The DaVinci Code (Brown), Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 

(Rowling), A Time to Kill (Grisham), My Sister’s Keeper (Picoult), The Hunger Games (Collins), Cold Sassy Tree (Burns), Black Boy (Wright), Into Thin 

Air (Krakauer), The Revenant (Punke), and Into the Wild (Krakauer). Students will explore and discuss themes and issues in these books. The class 

will engage students in whole class and small group discussions, literary circles, creative projects, analytical essays, books reviews and journal 

writing. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: College Prep. Expository Writing 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 10 

 

Expository Writing is writing that informs the reader-it defines, it explains, it illustrates. Students will study, practice, and refine basic writing skills, 

including sentence variety, rhetorical techniques, grammar and punctuation, introductions and conclusions, effective use of description and 

narration, research skills—including framing research questions and finding relevant resources, evaluating sources, integrating many sources into 

one document, and reviewing MLA documentation format—and the different types of arguments and their components. (Maximum enrollment 23 

students). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Creative Writing 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 10 and great interest in creative self-expression 

 

This class will provide and instruction and experience in a variety of creative writing genres, including poems, creative nonfiction sketches, and 

short stories. Students enrolling in this course should plan to write every day. This course is designed for those students who really enjoy writing. 

(Maximum enrollment 23 students). 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11 

 



COURSE: Journalism 

FOR: 10/11/12 Application Required 

CREDIT: 1 (can be repeated for credit as Advanced Journalism with teacher approval) 

PREREQUISITES: B average or above in English classes 

 

This elective course focuses on news, feature, advertising, and editorial writing for the OHS student publication, The OHS Press. Students will also 

use InDesign and Photoshop for design, editing, layout, photography, and art. Students will be responsible for writing, selling advertisements, and 

producing print and online publications. This course requires after-school time commitment. (Maximum enrollment: 23 students). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: English Grammar 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 9 and Lit/Comp 10 

 

This elective course is designed for the college preparatory student who wishes to gain a more solid understanding of traditional grammar, 

mechanics, and usage prior to beginning college. Students will review the fundamentals of traditional English grammar and consider the system of 

grammar and usage. Additionally, students will consider the ways in which an understanding of grammatical concepts can strengthen written 

expression. This is not a remedial class. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Contemporary Literature 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Lit/Comp 9 and Lit/Comp 10 

 

This course will center on outstanding and award-winning contemporary literature reflecting several genres. A variety of books, both assigned and 

chosen individually, will stimulate exploration, discussion, and reflection of themes found in these books. Reflections on the reading material will 

be done in group discussions, literary circles, creative projects, analytical essays, book reviews and journal entries. The course is designed for 

students who enjoy reading and are willing to stretch their present scope of literary taste. Selections will vary from year to year, but may include 

the following: The Kite Runner, About a Boy, Wit, The Lovely Bones, The House on Mango Street, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, City of 

Thieves, Looking for Alaska, The Perks of Being a Wallflower, The Hunger Games, and Where’d You Go, Bernadette. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE: Impact of Non-Fiction 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of the required freshman and sophomore English classes 

 

This English elective is a writing intensive course focusing on leadership and community service, with a strong component of non-fiction literature. 

Students will read current and traditional texts and watch documentary films that have made an impact on the way we see the world and our 

responsibilities to the human environment. 

 
Students will read from among the following: 

The Glass Castle, Tuesdays With Morrie, Maus I and II, They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky, Bringing Down the House, Me Talk  

Pretty One Day. Additionally, students may view Miracle, The Lost Boys, The Pianist, Hotel Rwanda, Roger and Me, and The  

Cove. 
 
Students will be required to perform at least 10 hours of community service during the course of the semester, culminating in a whole-class project 

completed at the end of the year. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Literacy Lab 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½  

PREREQUISITES: Multiple School Based Sources/teacher and counselor recommendation 

 

This class utilizes research based strategies for developing fluency, comprehension and word study skills to promote reading independence in a 

variety of texts across content areas. Programs used are student centered and focused on active student engagement. Regular progress monitoring 

is used to track student growth. The latter half of the class period will focus on providing students with teacher guided time to practice the skills 

and strategies learned and apply them to their current learning in their general education courses. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Literature 

FOR: 12 Application Required 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: American Lit. or British Lit. AP English students are required to take the AP Exam. AP students are strongly 

encouraged to have taken both American and British Literature courses. 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability. Students must go through the application process, which begins in the third term of 

the previous year. Students must go through the application process, which begins in the third term of the previous year. Advanced Placement 

students should expect to take a regular part in class discussion and in the presentation of material. Regular examinations and essays will prepare 

the student to take an examination for college credit at the end of the year. The class will proceed at an accelerated pace, and the plays, novels, 

stories, and poem studied will be consistent with the adult level of reading and analysis that is required of college students. (Maximum 

enrollment:23 students). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

APPLIED ENGLISH 
 

The following courses do not meet NCAA Clearinghouse requirement. Most colleges will not accept these as English credit  

and they do not satisfy Okemos High School graduation requirements. 

 

COURSE: College Preparatory Study Skills (CPSS) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½  (May be repeated for credit) 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommendation of counselor, academic teachers, TEAM, or ER 

 

This self-improvement class exposes students to various skills necessary for success in high school. Students will learn study skills, goal setting 

methods, test-taking skills, note-taking strategies, time management skills, organizational approaches (a three-ring binder and planner are 

required), vocabulary, writing revision, and reading comprehension skills in fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 

College preparation through Latin and Greek roots, prefixes and suffixes; general higher education information; and SAT/ACT vocabulary and test 

question examples are also part of the curriculum. 

 

Individual student conferences are used weekly to discuss specific classes or concerns. Time is also allowed for recreational reading with SSR 

(Sustained Silent Reading). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: English as a Second Language 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½   (May be repeated for credit) 

PREREQUISITES: Eligibility determined by faculty assessment 

 

English Language Learners will be assessed for English proficiency at or near the time of registration to determine whether placement in an “English 

as Second Language” (ESL) class is appropriate. Students enrolled in the ESL class will be permitted to drop the class upon passing an exit exam at 

the end of a semester. 

 

The ESL Class will be offered on a credit/no credit basis and letter grades will not be issued. The student’s grade-point average is not affected by 

the credit/no credit designation. 

 

Students enrolled in the ESL class are encouraged to take two additional classes for support in English: Developmental Reading and English 9 or 10. 

 

An English Language Learner enrolled in ESL can elect to take all classes on a credit/no credit basis. As with the ESL class, a credit/no credit 

designation will not affect the student’s grade-point average. To receive a credit, a student must earn a minimum of 60%. A student will be allowed 

to repeat a course to improve proficiency and/or to earn a letter grade, but credit can only be earned once for the class. The class taken for credit 

will be replaced on the transcript with the graded class. 

 

If the English Language Learner intends to graduate from Okemos High School, the student must earn 22 credits and satisfy specific OHS course 

requirements. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ENGLISH FLOWCHART 
REQUIRED: 4 CREDITS 
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FINE ARTS, APPLIED DRAMA, SPEECH, TV 
 

COURSE: Theatre 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

There are numerous components in producing a theatrical performance. This course is designed to expose students to these various aspects 

throughout the semester. Through practical group work, students learn the basics of stage movement, character and scene development, and how 

to develop acting skills. Students also learn about the various technical aspects of theatre including directing, casting, costumes, props, make-up, 

publicity, lighting, sound and set design and construction. The course also offers a broad background in theatre history and techniques. An active 

involvement in the fall and winter plays and spring musical (as an actor or crew member) is encouraged. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Public Speaking-Semester I 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course gives students an opportunity to build self-confidence through actual speaking experiences. Students will work through a variety of 

extemporaneous speaking assignments the first term, which include the research speech and the demonstration speech. During term 2, students 

will learn how to debate, be placed in debate teams and run a debate tournament in class. Students will have an opportunity to DJ during the lunch 

hours at the school radio station, WOHS, The Rage.  This course may be repeated for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Public Speaking-Semester II 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course gives students an opportunity to build self-confidence through a variety of speaking situations. Students will learn the history of radio 

and be required to do a speech on some aspect of it. Students will do a radio commercial, television commercial, a radio show, and broadcast 

related speaking assignments. Students will also be responsible for operating the school radio station, WOHS, The Rage, during lunch hours. This 

course may be repeated for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Television I 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course explores the world of television, its history and the impact it has had on our daily lives. Students will learn how a television program is 

put together and how to work as a team to create a television program. Students will work in the television studio, directing, filming, scripting, 

editing, and produce a show for Channel 26. Students will be required to work on filming crew 2 afternoons or evenings per term, as part of the 

course study. This course has limited enrollment and may be repeated for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Television II 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Television I 

 

This course continues to explore and expand the student’s working knowledge of television programming, editing, producing and scripting. 

Students will work together as a team to produce a feature show for Channel 26 about the community and the district. Students will learn how to 

operate a television station. Come film sporting events, concerts, plays, and student events. Some filming may be done in other schools in the 

district. Students will be required to work on a film crew two afternoons or evenings per term. This course may be repeated for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FINE ARTS - MUSIC 
Courses in this section apply toward Fine Arts graduation credit requirements. 

 

COURSE: Freshman Band 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of instructor 

 

COURSE: Concert Band 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of instructor 

 

COURSE: Symphonic Wind Ensemble 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Audition with instructor 

 

Freshman Band, Concert Band, and Symphonic Wind Ensemble are the three concert band offerings at OHS. These bands combine to form the 

Okemos Chieftain Marching Band from early August (prior to the start of school) to approximately November 1. The Band program is structured to 

encourage students involved in athletics and other school activities to participate fully. During the Marching Season, the Marching Band learns 

popular music and traditional Okemos High School tunes in indoor music rehearsals. Specially written drills are learned outdoors on a lined practice 

field. Music and drill are combined to produce pregame and halftime shows of high caliber. Leadership is developed through the selection of band 

leaders including: Drum Major, Assistant Drum Major and Color Guard Captain and section leaders, as well as student band staff. Color Guard is 

open to all band members in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12. Color Guard members are selected by tryout in the spring of the previous school year. Oboe 

and bassoon players consult with the director for an alternate instrument, usually saxophone or flute. Percussionists audition in the spring to 

determine instrument assignments in the drum line. Individual responsibility and teamwork are among the qualities emphasized and developed. 

After school commitments include Pre-Season Drills (a week scheduled prior to the opening of school), Tuesday evening rehearsals during the 

marching season, home varsity football games, the Grand Ledge Marching Exhibition, and other special performances. 

 

At the conclusion of the marching season, the Concert Season begins. Membership in the Concert Band and Symphonic Wind Ensemble is 

determined by audition for all in 10/11/12 grades. All ensembles rehearse and perform the finest in band literature. All styles of music are studied, 

including serious, light classic, marches, contemporary and popular. High standards of achievement in the areas of performance, musical 

knowledge, responsibility, self-discipline, teamwork, and leadership are emphasized and developed. In addition to full band performances, 

including winter and spring concerts, Fine Arts Festival and band festivals, students have the option of performance opportunities in Okemos 

Jazz Ensemble, Okemos Jazz Band, Pit Orchestra, various ensembles, and participation in solo and ensemble festivals and honors bands. Many 

students elect to study privately at this level. However, private lessons are by no means a requirement for participation, nor are they necessary to 

earn the highest grades. 

 

Selected woodwind, brass and percussion players from the Symphonic Wind Ensemble meet with the string players once during school and once 

after school each week to form the Philharmonic Orchestra (Full Orchestra). These rehearsals begin at the conclusion of the marching season in 

November. As a performance based class, attendance is required at public appearances such as home football games, the Grand Ledge Exhibition, 

winter and spring concerts, band and orchestra festival, and the Fine Arts Festival. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Freshman Orchestra 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of the Instructor 

 

Freshman Orchestra is a year-long course consisting of all 9th grade string players. Freshman Orchestra allows musicians in their first year of the 

high school orchestra program to rapidly develop and hone their technical and musical skills. Emphasis is placed on advanced technique including 

3-octave scales, complex bowings, reading treble clef (viola) and tenor clef (cell/bass), as well as sight reading. Students will study and perform a 

wide variety of repertoire ranging from popular string arrangements to the classics with a focus on instrument technique, ensemble skills, as well as 

music theory and history. Students will have the opportunity to experience several performance settings including full ensemble, chamber 

ensembles, and solos. Freshman Orchestra serves as a key training ground for the Concert and Philharmonic Orchestras. Attendance is required at 

public appearances such as fall, winter, and spring concerts as well as MSBOA Festival. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Concert Orchestra 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Audition with Instructor 

 

Concert Orchestra is a year-long course open to all 10th, 11th, and 12th grade string players through sign up. Concert Orchestra allows students to 

continue to develop and hone their musical skills through a wide range of orchestral repertoire ranging from popular string arrangements to the 

classics with continued focus on instrument technique, ensemble skills, and music theory and history. Students will have the opportunity to 

experience a variety of performance opportunities including full ensemble, chamber ensembles, and solos. Attendance is required at public 

appearances such as fall, winter, and spring concerts as well as MSBOA Festival. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Philharmonic Orchestra 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Audition with Instructor 

 

Philharmonic Orchestra is a year-long course open to all 10th, 11th, and 12th grade string players with membership through audition only. 

Philharmonic Orchestra rehearses and performs a wide variety of advanced literature including masterworks by well-known composers. Members 

are expected to achieve and maintain a high level of proficiency, preparation and performance through a mature rehearsal process. Students will 

have the opportunity to experience a variety of performance opportunities including full orchestra, chamber ensembles, and solos. In addition to 

daily rehearsals, Philharmonic Full Orchestra rehearses every Wednesday after school from 2:50-4:30pm beginning in late October. Auditions are 

held each February for current orchestra members with earned membership the following academic year. Attendance is required at public 

appearances such as fall, winter, and spring concerts as well as MSBOA Festival. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Chieftones 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Chieftones is a year-long course in choral music for all students who are interested in choral singing. No previous singing experience is necessary, 

and there are no auditions for the choir. Vocal and musical development is achieved through the singing of classical, seasonal, and contemporary 

music. As a performance based class, attendance is required at public appearances such as fall, winter, and spring concerts, along with Fine Arts 

Festival Week performances, and Michigan School Vocal Music Association festivals. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Tenor/Bass Ensemble 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Tenor/Bass Ensemble is an entry-level experience in choral music for the ninth through twelfth grade tenors and basses who are interested in 

singing choral literature written for the lower vocal range. There are no auditions for this group. Vocal and musical development is achieved 

through the singing of classical, seasonal, contemporary, and popular music. As a performance based class, attendance is required at public 

appearances such as fall, winter, and spring concerts, along with Fine Arts Festival Week performances, and Michigan School Vocal Music 

Association festivals. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Treble Ensemble 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Treble Ensemble is an entry-level experience in choral music for ninth grade sopranos and altos, order students without previous singing 

experience and treble voices from all grade levels who are interested in singing choral literature written for women’s voices. There are no auditions 

for this group. Vocal and musical development is achieved through the singing of classical, seasonal, contemporary, and popular music. Attendance 

is required at public appearances such as winter and spring concerts and Michigan School Vocal Music Association festivals. As a performance 

based class, attendance is required at public appearances such as fall, winter and spring concerts, Fine Arts Festival Week Performances, and 

Michigan School Vocal Music Association festivals. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Chorale 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Audition with Instructor 

 

Chorale is a year-long course, designed to further develop vocal technique and musicianship. A variety of classical and contemporary styles of 

choral music are studied and performed by the group. Many students at this level choose to take private voice lessons. Attendance is required at 

school and public concerts, as well as at Michigan School Vocal Music Association festivals. Auditions for the Chamber Choir are held in February for 

the coming year. As a performance based class, attendance is required at public appearances such as fall, winter and spring concerts, Fine Arts 

Festival Week Performances, and Michigan School Vocal Music Association festivals. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Someko Singers 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Audition with Instructor 

 

This is a year-long course, focused on the study and performance of musically and vocally demanding choral literature. High standards of 

achievement are emphasized and developed in the areas of vocal performance, musicianship, responsibility, self-discipline, leadership and 

teamwork. After-school commitments include school/public concerts and Michigan Schools Vocal Music Association festivals, as well as several 

performances throughout the greater Lansing area. Many students at this level choose to take private voice lessons. Auditions for the Someko 

Singers are held in February for the coming year. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FINE ARTS - VISUAL ARTS 
Courses in this section apply toward Fine Arts graduation credit requirements. 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Art 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: 2 out of the 4 following classes are required to apply for AP Art: 

Drawing & Design Drawing II, Painting, or Mixed Media. Students must receive an 80% or better in  

previous art courses to be considered. Drawing II is highly recommended. 

 

Juniors and seniors with strong art background in the portfolio of choice. A full year in AP Studio Art is equivalent to that of an introductory college 

art course and is undertaken for college credit based on evaluation of the student’s submitted portfolio. Students must indicate on their application 

which portfolio they are going to submit. Students must submit four completed pieces of art with their application. Both the AP fee and materials 

fee are required. Materials fee is $20.00.  

1. 2-D Design Portfolio-This is a 22-24 piece portfolio. The portfolio addresses the process of using the elements and principles of design. 

Projects include graphic design, drawing, painting, collage, and printmaking. 

2. Drawing Portfolio-This is a 22-24 piece portfolio. This portfolio address a variety of drawing issues and media. Projects include drawing, 

painting, printmaking, and mixed media. The bulk of this portfolio includes drawing from observation. 

3.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Art 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Senior with good art background and departmental approval 

 

A full year course designed for the senior who is interested in a concentrated exposure to art or in developing a personal portfolio. This course 

accompanies the Advanced Placement course but does not incur the expectations of Advanced Placement as the portfolio of work is not submitted 

for evaluation or college credit. Two dimensional projects are established and individualized projects may be worked out as well. Full ranges of 

artistic media are up for consideration. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Computer Arts 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course is the artistic study of design, advertisement, illustration, and layout using digital media. Adobe Photoshop is the main software used 

for this class. Computer assignments include digital self-identity collage, digital color wheels, program covers for school events, short children’s 

stories, logo design, typography, and cartooning. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Drawing & Design 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None, introductory course 

 

This is an introductory art class that explores the two main areas of art: Drawing and Two Dimensional Design. The drawing project include 

portraits, perspective, and still life. The Two Dimensional Design projects include cartooning, pen & ink design, printmaking, watercolor, and acrylic 

painting. This class is not repeatable for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Drawing II 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Completion of Drawing and Design with a final grade of “C” or better 

 

This course is an advanced semester of two-dimensional art. The class combines advanced drawing, painting, and printmaking techniques. A variety 

of drawing mediums, watercolor, acrylic, and relief printmaking processes are explored. Many artistic styles are studied though art history lessons. 

A digital portfolio will be created at the end of the semester. Projects should be used for the Advanced Placement Art Portfolio the following school 

year. This class is not repeatable for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Explorations in Multi-Cultural Art 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None, introductory course 

 

This is an introductory art class exploring the crafts, fine and folk art from many regions around the world. These areas include: Africa, Asia, the 

Middle East, Latin America, Europe, Australia, and Native Americans. Projects include masks, copper tooling, painting, collage, clay sculpture, 

puppets, glass etching, and mosaics. This class is open to all artistic abilities and interests. This class is not repeatable for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Photo I  

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None. A strong background in basic computer skills is recommended. This course is not repeatable for credit. 

 

This course is a study of photography as a fine art. Technical practices include the use of digital photography. Students will need  

to bring their student devices daily for this course. Students learn how to manually control a SLR camera. Photographic  

composition and lighting are taught. Photoshop projects include basic editing, color manipulation, filters, surrealistic collages,  

and mirroring of images using Adobe Photoshop. Creative projects include monochromatic paintings, hand woven photos, and  

making prints in a traditional darkroom. A final portfolio and a multiple choice test are compiled for the exam. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Photo II 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: Completion of Photo I with a final overall grade of 77% or better. This class is not repeatable for credit. 

 

This course is an in-depth study advancing all techniques learned in Photo I. Students will need to bring their student devices daily for this course. 

Points of emphasis include advanced digital photography and manipulations, fine art, photography, and independent creative explorations using 

Adobe Photoshop. Taking pictures outside of school is mandatory. Students will also create and present a final portfolio showcasing all digital prints 

and creative projects. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Ceramics/Sculpture 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None, introductory course 

 

This is an introductory art class focusing on three-dimensional forms. Functional ceramic pieces and sculpture, as well as the potter’s wheel will be 

considered. Ceramic projects include clay hand built vessels such as vases, Animal Head, Medieval Fantasy Creature, and Clay Boxes. Sculptural 

projects include plaster masks, papier-mache forms, assemblage, carving, and life casting. Historical works are studied as examples. This class is not 

repeatable for credit. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Mixed Media 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None, introductory course 

 

Explore color, texture, surface design and composition in a fun and creative way! In this class, we will mix wet and dry media, learn how to combine 

materials and understand how different materials work alone and together. Projects may incorporate printmaking techniques, book arts, collage 

and more. Personal direction and independent thinking are emphasized. Beginner through advanced skill levels welcome. This class is not 

repeatable for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Painting 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None, introductory course 

 

This course is a study of color composition, form and space through the medium of painting, Watercolor, tempera, oil and acrylic painting 

techniques will all be explored. Painters from the past and present will be studied. This course is open to all artistic skill levels. This class is not 

repeatable for credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FINE ARTS - VISUAL ARTS 

 GRADE LEVEL 

 9 10 11 12 

BEGINNER LEVEL     

Ceramics/Sculpture X X X X 

Computer Arts X X X X 

Drawing & Design X X X X 

Mixed Media X X X X 

Multi-Cultural Art X X X X 

Photo 1  X X X 

INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED LEVEL     

Drawing II X X X X 

Painting X X X X 

Photo 2  X X X 

AP Art   X X 

Advanced Senior Art    X 
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LIFE MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 
Credits earned in this department will be applied toward the one (1) elective credit  requirement for graduation from Okemos High School. 

 

COURSE: Interior Design 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Students will develop a sense of taste through the knowledge and application of design elements and principles. Knowledge of residential 

architecture styles, backgrounds (walls, windows, floors), furniture style and arrangement, lighting, decorative accessories, and kitchen and bath 

design will enable students to make wise consumer and design choices. Students will also learn about basic construction, the importance of good 

storage and maintaining their property. Learning will be recorded in a 14 x 17-inch sketchbook which students will be able to keep. Students will 

complete a design project, which includes a floor plan, color/texture collage and a client needs assessment. 

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Interior designer, architect, home builder/contractor, set designer, retail buyer, real estate broker/sales. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Baking 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Students learn the basics of baking including terminology, nutrition, measuring, etiquette, safety and sanitation, equipment and how to read a 

recipe. With this knowledge, students will study and learn the techniques of baking using a hands-on approach. Students will become proficient in 

producing quick breads, yeast breads, cakes and frosting, pies and tarts, cookies, specialty desserts and more. Creativity and teamwork will be 

encouraged and food related careers will be explored. Each student will produce a cookbook, which they may keep for future reference. 

*Students previously enrolled in Cuisines of the World do not need to retake the basics test. *This class can be repeated for credit.  

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Baker, chef, restaurateur. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Child Development 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

For those who plan to become parents/guardians, enjoy children, or are interested in a career working with children; this course will provide 

students with an understanding of the aspects of human growth and development. Human reproduction will be taught along with the readiness for 

parenting and the responsibilities that go along with it. Students will learn the causes of birth defects and understand how to plan for a healthy 

baby. Students will examine the physical, emotional, and social development from birth through the ten years. Students will observe the behaviors 

of infants and young children by taking part in a “Toddler Day”. “Toddler Day” is where students are responsible for planning activities for visiting 

toddlers. Students will also have the opportunity to care for a “Real Care Doll” (computerized infant). Issues such as child abuse, effective 

parenting, and special needs children will be discussed. 

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Parent/guardian, teacher, daycare provider, child psychologist, pediatrician, nurse, and counselor. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Foods 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Students will learn culinary basics and will be provided with a hands-on approach to preparing appetizers, main courses, desserts, and more. 

Students will be able to develop cuisines and prepare food specific to different cultures of the world. Cultural implications in the preparations of 

foods and the selection of menu items will be emphasized. Focus will be on Italian, Asian, Greek, Mexican, and Caribbean cuisines. Each student will 

produce a cookbook, which they will keep for future reference. 

*Students previously enrolled in Baking do not need to retake the basics test. *This class can be repeated for credit. 

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Restaurateur, chef, travel agent, food editor/writer, and international business. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Fashion Design 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course is designed for students who have interests in the fields of design, apparel, textiles, and clothing construction. Experiences may include 

pattern design, surface design, principles of clothing construction, fitting and alteration, custom sewing, home decorating, and other 

entrepreneurial opportunities. Students will gain knowledge on career choices as well as information on fashion designers and up to date fashion 

trends. The student will conclude the class by planning a fashion show using student designed apparel. Materials may need to be purchased 

throughout the semester.  

*This course can be repeated for credit. Students taking it a second or third time will begin more advanced work. 

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Fashion Designer, Buyer for a Department Store, Stylist, etc. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: LINKS 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½-1 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

The student enrolled in LINKS is a peer support, role model, and friend to a student with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), or with similar needs, 

and helps promote skills in the areas of socialization and independence. LINKS is a unique class in that the LINK student is paired with their assigned 

peer each day (in the student with ASD’s class) with the exception of Training Day. The LINK student attends a training class one day of the week to 

learn more about the autism spectrum as well as methods/techniques for working with ASD students. LINKS are responsible for completing 

assignments, such as journal entries, weekly readings and quizzes, and occasional projects. The final exam for this class includes going on an outing 

with your peer. If you are interested in helping others and supporting your peers at OHS, this course is for you. *This class can be repeated for 

credit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: LINKS 2 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: LINKS1 

 

The student enrolled in LINKS 2 serves as a peer support, role model and friend, to a student with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), or similar 

needs, and helps promote skills in the areas of socialization and independence. LINKS 2 is a non-traditional class in that students do not meet 

during the regular school day. LINKS 2 students are responsible for completing at least 10 hours of contact time with their assigned peer outside of 

school hours over the course of the semester. Assignments include completing readings, videos, and pre and post-outing write-ups. If you are 

interested in helping others and supporting your peers at OHS, this course is for you. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Leadership & Team Building 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Learning to get along well with your family, friends, co-workers and community members can assure success in your personal and professional life. 

Students will learn how to build healthy relationships with peers, employers, teammates, coaches, family, etc. Students will do a lot of team 

building activities and leadership activities. Students will participate in learning activities, games and discussions along with research, journal 

writing and presentations. This class will have many guest speakers on relationships, leadership and team building topics. In this course, we will 

work on ways to build strong relationships and work on dealing with problems in relationships. Self-concept, value systems, and your personal 

philosophy of life will be explored. Roles and relationships will be identified as they relate to decisions related to lifestyle, parenting, career, and 

crisis. 

 

RELATED OCCUPATIONS: Social worker, psychologist, coach, teacher, and counselor 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Yearbook 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Approval of instructor ONLY. Applications available from the teacher 

 

Be part of history in the making! Students will enter the exciting world of publishing and produce the Okemos High School Yearbook using the latest 

computer technology to produce a high quality, all color yearbook. Students are responsible for taking and cropping photographs, covering school 

events, conducting interviews, designing and producing layouts, and learning to operate a small business. If you enjoy working on the computer, 

photography, writing, business, and the excitement of design-we need you! This course can be repeated for credit. This is a year- long class. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MATHEMATICS 
Students are recommended for courses based on teacher assessment of student ability. This may involve use of diagnostic tests. Placement in all 

courses is based on teacher recommendation and academic performance of a student in the previous course. Most mathematics courses are 

sequential and require the completion of the previous course in the sequence before continuing. 

 

A student receiving an academic failure for the first semester of a year-long math course will be withdrawn from the course and not allowed to 

continue in the course until the first semester is successfully completed. A student receiving an academic failure for the second semester of a 

year-long math course will not be able to progress to a higher level math course until the failure is overcome by repeating the course or testing out.  

 

Online and summer math experiences can be valuable for enrichment and remediation but should not be viewed as a substitute for a course in the 

math sequence. In most cases, a student would not have learned comparable concepts to meet the prerequisite to go to the next level course and 

we would encourage that student to test out to determine appropriate placement. Students who wish to test out of a particular course must have 

successfully completed all the prerequisites for that course (see flow chart). 

 

Please note that our “Studies” courses deliver the Algebra 1 and Algebra 2 curriculums over a period of 3 years rather than 2 years (Studies in 

Algebra 1, Introduction to Algebra 2 and Continuing Algebra 2). A student who completes our studies sequence meets all state requirements for 

graduation and is prepared to take math at the collegiate level. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Studies in Algebra I 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 (0.67 NCAA Credit)  

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed for students who need more individualized attention in mathematics and classes are kept smaller in number to allow for 

this to occur. This course covers variables, solving equations and inequalities, polynomials, graphing, square roots, exponents, quadratic equations, 

fractions, percentages and decimals. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Algebra I 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Math 8/Math 8 Honors and teacher recommendation 

 

This is the first course in the algebra sequence. Some of the topics include: using variables, number systems, operations with real numbers, 

graphing, solving equations and inequalities, relations and functions, systems of equations and inequalities, using and factoring polynomials, 

exponential, radical and quadratic equations. A thorough understanding of fractions, percentages and decimals without a calculator is strongly 

suggested. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Algebra 2 Honors 

FOR: 10 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Geometry Honors and teacher recommendations 

 

This course continues the study of algebra and is designed particularly for the student with high interest in mathematics and a solid algebra 

foundation. Topics include: functions, linear and quadratic equations and inequalities, polynomial and rational functions, exponential and 

logarithmic functions, trigonometric functions and their applications, analytic trigonometry, analytic geometry, systems of equations and 

inequalities, sequences, combinatorial analysis and probability. Graphing calculators are used extensively and each student is encouraged to have 

his/her own. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Studies in Geometry 

FOR: 11 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Studies in Algebra 1 or Algebra 1, Intro. To Algebra 2 and teacher recommendation 

 

This course is the sequential course in Geometry for those who have successfully completed Intro. to Algebra 2 and desire a similarly styled 

geometry course. Topics include: points, lines, angles, planes, congruent triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, right triangle trigonometry, area, volume, 

coordinate geometry, transformations and deductive proof. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Geometry 

FOR: 9/10 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Math 8 Honors or Algebra 1 and teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed to introduce the student to the concept of a mathematical proof, provide an understanding of logical reasoning, and 

provide a working knowledge of geometrically related vocabulary, theorems, postulates, calculations and their application to practical problems. 

Also included are introductions to statistics, transformations, circles, and right triangle trigonometry. A thorough understanding of fractions, 

percentages and decimals is required. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Geometry Honors 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Math 8 Honors and teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed for students who are highly interested in mathematics. This course primarily consists of geometry topics including a 

rigorous study of deductive proof, coordinate geometry, non-Euclidean geometry, and the study of both two and three-dimensional figures. 

Algebra 1 topics are used extensively and a thorough knowledge of linear equations, factoring and solving systems of equations is expected. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Introduction to Algebra 2 

FOR: 10/11 

CREDIT: 1 (0.67 NCAA Credit) 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Studies in Algebra 1 and teacher recommendation 

 

This is the second course in the studies sequence. This course finishes topics from Algebra 1 and continues to the first half of Algebra 2. Topics from 

Algebra 1 will be built upon as we study topics including: radicals, quadratics, factoring and combining polynomials, rational expressions and 

equations, translations, inequalities, 2D and 3D systems of equations, and matrices. Graphing will be utilized in the aforementioned topics. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Algebra 2 

FOR: 10/11 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry and teacher recommendation 

 

This is the second course in the algebra sequence. This course builds and extends knowledge, concepts, and skills obtained in the previous algebra 

course. Topics include: linear, quadratic, polynomial, radical, exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric functions and relations, statistics and 

conics. A thorough understanding of fractions, percentages and decimals without a calculator is required. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Precalculus 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra 2 and teacher recommendation 

 
This course is designed for the student who intends to take Calculus. Semester one topics include: characteristics of common functions and 

transformations of their graphs. The functions studied will be rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric. Semester two topics include: 

systems of equations, sequences and series, matrices, conics, polar equations, parametric equations, vectors, and an introduction to calculus. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Precalculus Honors 

FOR: 11 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Geometry Honors and Algebra 2 Honors and teacher recommendation 

 

This course is designed for the student who has a high interest in math or areas related to math. This is a precalculus course that builds on the 

advanced concepts already introduced in Algebra 2 Honors and Geometry Honors: complex numbers, determinants, inverse functions, circular 

trigonometry and statistics. It introduces vectors, polar coordinates, matrix theory, limits, more discrete mathematics and an introduction to 

Calculus. Graphing calculators are used in parts of the course and each student is encouraged to have his/her own. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Continuing Algebra 2 

FOR: 12 only 

CREDIT: 1 (0.67 NCAA Credit) 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra 1 and Geometry or Studies in Algebra 1, Studies in Geometry, and Intro. To Algebra 

2 

 

Continuing Algebra 2 is the fourth course in the Studies sequence. In order to be successful in this class, students must bring an understanding of 

the topics covered in both Studies in Algebra/Algebra I and Intro. to Algebra 2. Quarter 1 is spent reviewing pertinent material from Intro. to 

Algebra 2. The second semester of the Algebra 2 curriculum is presented over the next three quarters of the year. Topics covered in this course 

include: solving higher degree polynomials, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational functions, trigonometry, and probability and statistics. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Functions, Systems, and Trigonometry (FST) 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra 2 

 

This course is for students who wish to improve and extend their Algebra 2 skills. The course builds on the topics acquired from prerequisite 

courses with focus on equations and inequalities, systems of equations and inequalities, functions and graphs, polynomial and rational functions, 

exponential and logarithmic functions, trigonometric functions and related topics, matrices and determinants, conic sections, and sequences. 

Students who successfully complete this course may need to take a precalculus course if they choose a major which designates calculus as a 

requirement. A student will not receive credit for this course if the student has already received credit for precalculus. The use of applications 

and technology are emphasized with graphing calculators being used extensively. Student are encouraged to have their own calculator. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Calculus 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Precalculus/Precalculus Honors, and teacher recommendation 

 

This course contains introductory calculus with elementary functions. It is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college 

preparatory mathematics, including algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry, and analytic geometry (rectangular and polar coordinates, 

equations and graphs, lines and conics). The main topics include: limits and continuity, derivatives, applications of the derivative, integrals, 

applications of the integral, and techniques of integration.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Statistics 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of (at least) Algebra 2 and AP committee approval 

 

Note: Students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP Examination. AP Statistics is a course designed to introduce students to the 

major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. It is intended for students with a strong background in 

algebra and high quantitative reasoning ability. The main themes are: exploring data (observing patterns and departure from patterns), planning a 

study (deciding what and how to measure), anticipating patterns (producing models using probability theory and simulation), and statistical 

inference (confirming models and determining the confidence that can be placed in the model). See description of AP Statistics in the AP section. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Calculus AB 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Precalculus/Precalculus Honors, AP committee approval 

 

Note: Students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP Calculus AB Examination. Advanced Placement Calculus AB is a course in 

introductory calculus with elementary functions. It is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory mathematics, 

including algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and analytic geometry (rectangular coordinates, equations and graphs, lines and conics). The main 

topics include: limits and continuity, derivatives, applications of the derivative, integrals, applications of the integral, and techniques of integration. 

(See description of AP Calculus in the AP section). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Calculus BC 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Precalculus Honors and AP committee approval 

 

Note: Students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP Calculus BC Examination. The Advanced Placement Calculus BC course is 

intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory algebra, geometry, and trigonometry as well as analytic geometry 

including rectangular and polar coordinates, equations and graphs, lines and conics and elementary functions. The main topics include: limits and 

continuity, derivatives, applications of the derivative, integrals, applications of the integral, techniques of integration, parametric, polar and vector 

functions, and series. (See description of AP Calculus in the AP section). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MATH FLOWCHART 
Typical Flow of Math Courses 

REQUIREMENTS: 4 credits 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

COURSE: Skills for Health and Life 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

The Skills for Health and Life course at Okemos High School was developed to increase students’ knowledge and insight concerning health issues 

while meeting the district’s and the state’s one semester Health education requirement for graduation. This requirement is usually satisfied in the 

ninth grade year. 

 

The primary goal of Skills for Health and Life is to give the student critical health information and opportunities to build health skills that will 

develop life-long habits related to nutrition, physical activity, safety, drug and violence prevention, social and emotional health, and personal 

health and wellness. Students are taught the concept of holistic health, that is, in order to be healthy an individual must be physically, mentally, 

and socially well. Critical Health Topics that will be covered include: 

● Self-Awareness and Self-Respect 

● Healthy and Unhealthy Relationships 

● Stress Management 

● Healthy Nutrition and Physical Activity 

● Violence Prevention-including Bullying 

● Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Prevention 

● Safety, Including Distracted Driving 

● Getting and Giving Help 

 

This course also includes a comprehensive Reproductive Health-Education unit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Foundations of Physical Education 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

The Foundations of Physical Education course at Okemos High School was developed to increase students’ knowledge and insight concerning 

physical education activities while meeting the district’s and state’s one semester physical education requirement for graduation. This requirement 

is usually satisfied in the ninth grade year. 

 

The Foundations course will enable students to gain practical experience in a wide range of activities through exposure to a variety of physical 

education and fitness units. These units will provide the student with knowledge, skills, and an understanding of the relationship between exercise 

and overall health and well-being. This experience will impact the student’s health and well-being not only in the present but also into the future. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Lifetime Fitness 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: May be repeated 

 

This course is designed to achieve optimal physical fitness in regard to cardiovascular endurance, muscular tone, flexibility, and strength. This class 

has been designed for those students not afraid to sweat. This course will include a variety of cardiovascular and strength training activities. This 

would be a great course for anyone that wants to get in shape. It’s also a great way for athletes to stay in shape if they are out of season, or their 

season is coming up soon! Personalized fitness plans will be designed. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Lifeguard Training 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES:  

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT AFRAID TO GET WET! 

In this class, you can earn your American Red Cross Lifeguard Training Certificate during school! Learn the rescue skills essential for lifeguards. 

Develop your speed, endurance, and technique in swimming and lifeguarding skills. You must be 15 years old and know the crawl, sidestroke and 

breaststroke. CPR and First Aid certification will also be part of this course. There are many job opportunities just waiting for you upon completion 

of this course!  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSE: Personal Conditioning 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: May be repeated 

 

COME ENJOY OUR NEW STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING FACILITY!! 

This course is designed to help the student develop and maintain a level of physical fitness in the areas of strength, muscular structure, endurance, 

flexibility, and cardiovascular efficiency. It is important for the student to understand that this is a rigorous conditioning program. Students will 

develop a personalized training routine pertaining to personal goals or specific sports activities. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Women’s Strength Training and Personal Fitness 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: May be repeated 

 

In this course students will develop a personalized training routine pertaining to personal goals or specific sports activities. These activities will 

improve their overall fitness: speed, agility, cardiovascular endurance, strength, flexibility, power and core control. In addition: improve their 

self-esteem, reduce stress, and improve their nutritional education. Students will also learn personal safety and self-defense techniques. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Team Sports 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: May be repeated 

 

This course will be designed for the student who enjoys participation in team-related sport activities. The course will be based on participation, skill 

level, improvement, and attitude. Grades will be based on knowledge of skills, strategy and rules, improvement, and most importantly, 

participation. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Individual Lifetime Sports 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: May be repeated 

 

This course is designed for the student who would like to acquire or improve their knowledge and skills of lifetime sports. Emphasis will be placed 

on golf, tennis, badminton and other individual sports which could include archery, cross country skiing, fishing, and others. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SCIENCE 
 

COURSE: Physical Science 

FOR: 9/10 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None. This course, or its equivalent, is required of all 9th grade students and is a prerequisite for Biology, Chemistry, 

and most other science courses.  

 

Basic concepts in physics, chemistry, and earth science are studied in this course, along with an Investigation of the nature of science and the 

problem solving approach of engineering. Content of the course is selected to meet state science standards, to prepare students for the state 

proficiency test, and to provide the basic content knowledge that will be built upon in more advanced science courses in high school. It specifically 

includes: patterns among chemical elements; chemical bonding and reactions; nuclear chemistry; star life cycles; energy and forces; 

electromagnetic waves; plate tectonics and some Earth history; interconnections of Earth systems including climate science. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: General Physical Science 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course is designed to provide a physical and earth science background for students who struggle in the area of science and math. Math will not 

be required for conceptual understanding, although general math will be used in the class. The content of the courses is selected to meet state 

science standards, to prepare students for the state proficiency test, and to provide the basic content knowledge that will be built upon in other 

science courses in high school. It specifically includes: patterns among chemical elements; chemical bonding and reactions; nuclear chemistry; star 

life cycles; energy and forces; electromagnetic waves; plate tectonics and some Earth history; interconnections of Earth systems including climate 

science. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Biology 

FOR: 10/11 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Students must have passed both semesters of Physical Science (or receive at least a “B” in both semesters of General 

Physical Science and have a teacher recommendation. 

 

This course is designed for college preparatory students and includes significant laboratory work. In addition to an introduction to scientific 

instruments and methods, the course includes such topics as cellular biology, biochemistry, genetics, evolution, ecology, and physiology. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: General Biology 

FOR: 10 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Students must have passed both semesters of Physical Science or General Physical Science. 

 

In addition to an introduction to scientific instruments and methods, the course includes such topics as cellular biology, biochemistry, genetics, 

evolution, ecology, physiology and significant laboratory work. General Biology is a course for those students who have previously had some 

difficulty in science. Normally this course is taken in the sophomore year. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: General Chemistry 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Physical Science or General Physical Science; Algebra I or Studies in Algebra; Biology or General Biology 

 

This course is designed to provide a chemistry background for students who struggle in the areas of science and math. This course is designed with 

emphasis on chemical theory and on problem solving strategy. Laboratory exercises provide the student with hands on experience in chemical 

principles as well as with various types of chemical apparatus. General Chemistry is a college prep course for students not seeking science related 

careers. A student receiving an academic failure for the first semester of General Chemistry will be withdrawn from the course and not allowed to 

continue for the remainder of that school year. They may take Semester 2 only after successfully completing Semester 1 in a subsequent year. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Chemistry 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Algebra II or Algebra II (H), or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II or Continuing Algebra II; 9th grade Physical Science 

with a “C” or higher; Biology or concurrent enrollment in Biology 

 

This course is designed with emphasis on chemical theory and on problem solving strategy. It is especially useful to students who will take 

chemistry in college. Laboratory exercises provide the student with hands on experience in chemical principles as well as with various types of 

chemical apparatus. A student receiving an academic failure for the first semester of Chemistry will be withdrawn from the course and not allowed 

to continue for the remainder of that school year. They may take Semester 2 only after successfully completing Semester 1 in a subsequent year. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Science Research Seminar 

FOR: 10th and 11th Grade Students 

CREDIT: 1  NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: A- in freshman math course, A- in PES or Biology (exceptions by departmental approval). Students must complete an 

application form and be approved by the Science Department. 

 

The Science Research Seminar enables students to perform authentic and original scientific research in an independent manner. This three-year 

program, beginning in grade 10, affords students the opportunity to participate in the community of scientific research and scholarship as part of 

their high school experience. This course encourages students to work in conjunction with researchers in life sciences, physical sciences, earth 

sciences, and mathematics. With successful completion of the first year’s work, additional credit can be earned in the second year. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Botany & Greenhouse Horticulture 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1/2 

PREREQUISITES: Physical Science or General Physical Science (or concurrent), Biology or General Biology (or concurrent) 

 

Here is a course for students interested in biology, research with plants, horticulture or gardening. Plants are the foundation of almost every 

ecosystem on Earth-the source of our food, oxygen, and a great deal of enjoyment. In this course you will learn how to propagate and grow a wide 

variety of plants representing many settings. In addition, students will design and conduct controlled experiments, as well as develop a landscape 

plan. (Students who are receiving credit for this class and would like more such experiences are encouraged to apply to the instructor for directed 

independent study and additional credit). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Advanced Earth Science 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ or 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: One credit in Physical Science, one credit in Biology or General Biology (or Biology taken concurrently) 

 

Earth Science integrates some of the most ancient sciences with some of the newest technologies. The fields of astronomy, geology, meteorology, 

hydrology, climatology, oceanography and limnology will be studied. Specific topics may include earthquakes, space exploration, weather 

predictions and hazardous weather, volcanoes, moon rocks, groundwater protection, space weather, geologic history, Pacific Ocean El Nino, star 

life cycle and black holes, global climate change, energy resources, and the revolutionary theory of plate tectonics. Content will be particularly 

focused on geology content representative of an introductory college geology course. Late in the year, students will take a test accepted by many 

colleges, which could earn them credit if they attend one of those cooperating colleges. This course should be considered by the student with a 

strong interest in these subjects or in exploring careers in one of the earth sciences, as well as students who want to broaden their science 

education. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Forensic Science 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: A minimum grade of “C: or better is required in Physical Science and Biology (or General Physical Science and General 

Biology) 

 

This course is a year-long integrated science course, which will introduce students to application of science to crime scene investigation. The major 

topics of study include: processing the crime scene and physical evidence, and analysis of various types of evidence such as fingerprints, fibers, 

documents, blood splatter, anthropology. Each semester ends with a crime that students solve using knowledge and techniques from the course. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Human Anatomy and Physiology 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ or 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Biology or General Biology; Physical Science or General Physical Science 

 

Human Anatomy and Physiology is a course offered for any student who is interested in how and why the body works the way it does. This course 

will study the various systems of the human body: Integument, nervous, skeletal, muscular, circulatory, excretory, respiratory, digestion and 

endocrine. It will also have focus on diseases of these systems, why they occur and how they are treated. Class grades will be based on tests and on 

lab work (includes dissection). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Human Ecology 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Biology and Physical Science 

 

The purpose of this course is to acquire the skills and knowledge needed to solve environmental problems. A representative sample of problems 

will be studied in depth. These problems will be used as case studies for learning how to solve other problems in the future. Relevant science, 

government policies, and human behavior will be explored. Student projects will require students to analyze problems and propose solutions. 

When appropriate, students will implement their strategies for solving a current problem. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Physics 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Algebra I, Physical Science (or General Physical Science); Biology (or General Biology) 

 

This course is an introduction to the concepts of Physics through examples, laboratory experiences, and demonstrations. Topics include motion, 

energy, fluids, gravity, light, sound, electricity, magnetism, and others. This course focuses primarily on concepts. However, some basic algebra is 

required. Students should be able to solve equations such as F = ma for any of the variables. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Honors Physics 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Physical Science and Biology; concurrent enrollment in Calculus or Precalculus 

 

Honors Physics is a course for mathematically capable students interested in the details of the physical world around them. Like our Physics course, 

this is a broad survey of the physical world, but the emphasis is placed on calculation and problem solving. It includes a study of classical 

mechanics, energy, the behavior of solids and fluids, waves, sound, electricity and magnetism, circuitry (primarily DC and digital), light, and optics.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Biology 

FOR: 12; qualified juniors may be enrolled if spaces are available 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Biology and Chemistry, with no grade below “B-“ 

 

Advanced Placement Biology is equivalent to a full year of college biology. Emphasis is placed on scientific inquiry and reasoning. In May of each 

year each student is required to take the AP Biology exam given by the College Board. Based on his/her score, credit or no credit may be given by 

the college that the student attends. The AP Biology course is primarily for seniors who have taken and shown success in Physical Science, Biology, 

and Chemistry. (Exceptions will be made for qualified juniors if spaces are available). The class requires a large amount of reading, notes, and lab 

work. Thus, it should be taken by students who show an interest in the Biological Sciences. Students are required to take the AP Biology test in the 

spring. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Chemistry 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Students must have completed Chemistry and Algebra 2 with a minimum of an A- 

 

This Advanced Placement chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken during the first college 

year. For some students, this course enables them to undertake, as freshmen, second-year work in the chemistry sequence at their institution or to 

register for courses in other fields where general chemistry is a prerequisite. The course will contribute to the development of the students’ 

abilities to think clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity and logic. Students are required to take the AP Chemistry test in 

the spring. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SCIENCE FLOWCHART 
REQUIRED: 3 CREDITS 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

COURSE: United States History & Geography 

FOR: 9 Required/Open to 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course covers United States history from 1877 to the present. Units include westward expansion, industrialization, reform movements, the 

U.S. in World Affairs, the World Wars, Isolationism, the 1920’s the Great Depression and the New Deal, the Cold War, Civil Rights, the Vietnam War, 

and Watergate’s legacy. Emphasis is placed on people, events, and major themes rather than dates and definitions. Geography, economics, and 

civics are integrated with history. Successful completion of this course fulfills the State of Michigan U.S. History & Geography requirement and the 

Okemos High School graduation requirement. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Studies in United States History & Geography 

FOR: 9 in place of United States History & Geography/Open to 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation 

 

This course covers United States history from 1877 to the present. Units include Westward Expansion, industrialization, reform movements, U.S. in 

World Affairs, the World Wars, Isolationism, the 1920’s, the Great Depression and the New Deal, the Cold War, Civil Rights, the Vietnam War, and 

the legacy of Watergate. Emphasis is placed on people, events, and major themes rather than dates and definitions. Geography, economics, and 

civics are integrated with history. The course takes an adaptive approach to the study of United States History by incorporating basic study and 

reading skills into the curriculum. Students enrolled in this course spend a greater portion of time developing core academic skills than in United 

States History. The class is designed for students with academic difficulties. Successful completion of this course fulfills the State of Michigan U.S. 

History & Geography requirement and the Okemos High School graduation requirement in place of United States History & Geography. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: World History & Geography 

FOR: 10 Required/Open to 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course includes a study of the world’s major civilizations found in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America within a 

chronological framework. The course emphasizes  interconnection of civilizations and the development of the modern Global Age. The course 

examines various topics, eras, and places from political, economic, social, cultural, religious, and geographical perspectives. The chronology follows 

the aforementioned geographical regions beginning with a brief unit reviewing the world’s ancient cultures through the end of the Cold War. 

Successful completion of this course prepares students for the Social Studies MME as well as fulfilling the World History & Geography requirement 

for the State of Michigan Core Curriculum and the Okemos High School graduation requirement. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Studies in World History & Geography 

FOR: 10 in place of World History & Geography/Open to 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher recommendation 

 

This course includes a study of the world’s major civilizations found in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America within a 

chronological framework. The interconnection of civilizations and the development of the modern Global Age are emphasized as well as the impact 

and legacy of colonialism in the 20th Century. The course will examine various topics, eras, and places from political, economic, social, cultural, 

religious, and geographical perspectives. The chronology follows the aforementioned geographical regions beginning with a brief unit reviewing the 

world’s ancient cultures through the end of the Cold War. The course will take an adaptive approach to the study of World History by incorporating 

basic study and reading skills into the curriculum. Students enrolled in this course will spend a greater portion of time developing core academic 

skills than in World History & Geography. This class is designed for students with academic difficulties. Successful completion of this course fulfills 

the State of Michigan World History & Geography requirement and the Okemos High School graduation requirement in place of World History & 

Geography. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement World History 

FOR: 10th grade in place of World History & Geography/Open to 10th grade only 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: 9th grade U.S. History and approval through the application process, which ranks all applicants on a composite score 

based on the following four (4) factors: overall G.P.A., grade in 1st semester freshmen language arts class, grade in 

first semester US History class, score on US History 1st semester exam (all weighted equally); and completion of 

summer assignments. 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability. The accelerated course schedule leaves no time for remediation. This course is a 

broad survey of World History with in-depth work on selected patterns of political, social, and economic change throughout human history. The 

course prepares students to pass the Advanced Placement exam in World History and prepares the student for college by improving reading 

interpretation and writing skills. Extensive reading and writing is required. Successful completion of this course will fulfill the State of Michigan 

World History & Geography requirement and the Okemos High School graduation requirement in place of World History & Geography. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: United States Government and Politics 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None, required for graduation 

 

This course will allow students to review and enhance their knowledge of the foundations of United States democracy: popular sovereignty, 

constitutional government, federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, individual rights and liberties, and majority rule and minority 

rights. The forms and functions of national, state, and local government are examined. They emphasize the three branches of the national 

government: the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, and their accompanying bureaucracies. Study of current events is incorporated 

regularly into the curriculum areas. Successful completion of this course fulfills both the Okemos High School government graduation requirement 

and the State of Michigan Civics requirement. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Economics 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will study how economics is the science of decision making. Students will study how economic theory and research can provide the key 

to logical decision making in business, politics, and personal decisions. Business organizations, economic systems, and the structure of the United 

States’ economy are major topics. Government decisions on how taxation, spending and regulation impact what is produced and who receives the 

benefits are studied. Stock market analysis and international trade will also be included. Successful completion of this course fulfills both the 

Okemos High School economics graduation requirement and the State of Michigan economics requirement. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement United States History 

FOR: 11 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: 9th grade U.S. History & Geography, 10th Grade World History & Geography. (AP World History is strongly 

recommended) and approval through the application process, which could include: AP committee approval; AP 

Entrance Exam; teacher recommendations; G.P.A.; completion of summer assignments 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability. The accelerated course schedule leaves no time for remediation. This course will 

consist of a review of U.S. history with in-depth work on selected important historical events, personalities, and themes. The course will help 

prepare students to pass the Advanced Placement exam in United States History and prepare the students for college by improving reading 

interpretation and writing skills. Students are required to take the AP U.S. History test in the spring. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement in United States Government 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: 9th Grade U.S. History & Geography, 10th Grade World History & Geography (AP World and AP U.S. History and U.S. 

government and Politics are strongly recommended) Approval through the application process, which could include: 

AP committee approval; AP Entrance Exam; teacher recommendations; G.P.A.; completion of summer assignments 

 

Designed for students of superior reading and writing ability. The accelerated course schedule leaves no time for remediation. This class will help 

students prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam and also to prepare for college political science classes. Students will study the U.S. 

government and its operations, the constitution and political philosophy, political parties and interest groups, civil rights, and intergovernmental 

relations. Successful completion of this course fulfills both the Okemos High School government graduation requirement and the State of Michigan 

Civics requirement. Students are required to take the AP U.S. Government test in the spring. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Comparative World Religions and Traditions 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: World History 

 

This course will examine the wide variety of religious and cultural traditions found in our world today. Student will have the opportunity to broaden 

their understanding of the global human experience by gaining a working knowledge of Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, and 

other important traditions. Students will have the chance to interact with a wide variety of speakers in addition to drawing information from 

readings and hands-on experiences. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Current World Issues and Geography (Global Studies) 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will present the most current world situations under the following issue categories: conflict and resolution, basic human needs, human 

rights, economic development, health, environment, population, and crime. The course will explore how an issue affects people from a variety of 

cultures and regions. Furthermore, it will include the five basic themes of geography: Diversity of People, Places, and Cultures; 

Human/Environment Interaction; Location, Movement, and Connections; Regions, Patterns, and Processes; and Global Issues and Events. This 

course is designed to prepare students to think, feel, and act from a global perspective, rather than a personal, regional, or national perspective. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE:  Psychology 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will acquaint students with the study of human behavior. Students will study human maturation, heredity and environment, motivation 

and emotions, learning, and memory. Basic concepts and methods of investigation and research will also be taught. Furthermore, they will learn 

how personality disorders can occur, what methods of treatment are often used, and the professional roles of those involved in treating these 

disorders. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Street Law 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: ½ NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will help the student become knowledgeable of current issues facing the judicial system with areas of emphasis including an 

understanding of law, the legal system, civil liberties, criminal and juvenile justice, and family law. Concepts to be understood are justice, tolerance, 

fairness, authority, responsibility, diversity, and equality. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Psychology 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: ½  

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will instruct students in the study of the mind and behavior at a first year college level. Students will study human maturation, the brain 

and its link to behavior, motivation and emotions, learning, memory and language, social psychology, and the development of personality. 

Intermediate concepts and methods of investigation and research will also be taught. Furthermore, they will learn how disorders can occur, what 

methods of treatment are often used, and the professional roles of those involved in treating these disorders. The course will help prepare 

students to pass the Advanced Placement exam in Psychology and will prepare the students for college by improving analytical skills. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Twentieth Century Humanities 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½  

PREREQUISITES: It is also recommended that students have a serious interest in ideas and a strong reading ability. Concurrent 

enrollment in American or British literature is suggested. 

 

Twentieth Century Humanities is an integrated course which will look at the modern world from a number of different historical, cultural, and 

social perspectives. Major themes such as nationalism, alienation, mass movements, entropy, existentialism, the communications revolution, 

modernism, and post-modernism are examined. Literature, popular culture, music, art, philosophy and other humanities fields are explored in an 

attempt to help students understand the changing world in which they live. Students enrolling in this course should be prepared to write analysis 

papers, do interdisciplinary research, and work on creative research projects involving electronic and traditional media. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: The History of Film: A Social and Cultural Approach 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ 

PREREQUISITES: World History, U.S. History 

 

This course is a comprehensive history of cinema (film) from its inception as a major modern technology in the late 19th century to its current status 

in the mass media. Students will not only study film as an art form but as reflector of social and historical themes. Students will study a number of 

classic films from American cinema. A thematic approach will relate film to such fields as art, literature, and psychology. Such historical trends as 

racism, world war, the Holocaust, and the Great Depression are considered. Art movements such as expressionism and surrealism are seen as 

cinematic influences. The tradition of social realism is studied in the work of great documentary filmmakers. Science fiction, the literary adaptation, 

and film noir are considered. Students are expected to write analysis papers and film reviews. Research projects using both traditional and 

multimedia methods are assigned. Students will learn the basic vocabulary of cinematography. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SOCIAL STUDIES FLOWCHART 

REQUIRED: 3 CREDITS 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
Credits earned in this department will be applied toward one (1) credit “elective” requirement for graduation from Okemos High School. 

 

COURSE: Mechanical Design (CAD A) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course is designed to give students a basic understanding of the fundamentals of drafting. Students will study the following areas: proper use 

of drafting instruments, orthographic projections, isometric drawings, simple dimensioning practices, and design problems. Students will utilize 

hand drafting as well as CAD (Computer Aided Design) as they explore CAD fundamentals as well as drafting tables for traditional board drafting. 

Students will also explore career related fields related to drafting and CAD. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Architectural Design (CAD B) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: Drafting and Computer Aided Design (CAD A) or Approval 

 

This course is a continuation of Basic Drafting and Computer Aided Design. Students will study and develop architectural drawings such as floor 

plans, foundation plans, stair sections, elevations, presentation drawings, site plans, electrical layouts, etc. Students will also study architects, their 

styles, and how it has influenced architecture and design today. This class will use a variety of computer programs to create 2D as well as 3D 

drawings. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Engineering I-Design and Problem Solving (EGR I) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDITE: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

The course will provide opportunities for students to explore creative designs and alternative solutions for problems using a design system 

approach. Students will work in groups to design, fabricate, and evaluate solutions to technological problems in the same format as today’s 

engineers by using the design process. Students will also investigate the math and science behind their projects to get a better understanding of 

how it works. Topics have included the following: Rockets, Trebuchets, Cardboard Boats, Bridges, Flight, and Robotics. Students will also have the 

opportunity to do a project of their own choosing. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Engineering II-Design and Problem Solving (EGR II) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12  

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will provide opportunities for students to explore creative designs and alternative solutions for problems using a design system 

approach. Students will work in groups to design, fabricate, and evaluate solutions to technological problems in the same format as today’s 

engineers by using the design process. Students will also investigate the math and science behind their projects to get a better understanding of 

how it works. Projects differ from EGR I so that students can take both classes. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: 3D Engineering Design and Graphics-(EDG) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

3D Engineering and Design introduces students to the engineering design process utilizing 3D Computer Aided Design (CAD) software. Emphasis on 

3D Skills and relevant applications in engineering principles, technology, mathematics and science is explored through a series of lessons, 

competency based exercises and team projects.-Projects will also incorporate use of a 3D Printer for prototyping. Learning 3D design skills is an 

interactive process applied with the Engineering Design Process, a series of iterative steps to solve a problem. Students will construct and test 3D 

models in the computer as well as build and test the real projects. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Robotics Engineering I (ROE I)  

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Introduction to robotics provides an opportunity for students to get a hands on approach to Robotics using Lego EV3 kits. This class is designed to 

teach core computer programming logic and reasoning skills using a robotics engineering context. Students will program with both graphical and C 

based programming. Students will also develop their problem solving skills by working on open-ended problem-solving activities that reinforce 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics through real-life robotics. Students will also have an opportunity to participate in the FIRST 

Robotics Team. For more information on FIRST or our Robotics team visit www.usfirst.org or www.team1504.com. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Robotics Engineering II (ROE II) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: Robotic Engineering I 

 

Using what students have learned in Robotics Engineering I, students will be working on comprehensive research projects using the Mindstorm Kits 

as well as the VEX robotics system. Some examples of projects have included Automated Mining, Sentry Guard Dog, and Automated Tree 

Measuring. Over the course of this class students will also have an opportunity to participate on the FIRST Robotics Team. For more information on 

FIRST or our Robotics team visit www.usfirst.org or www.team1504.com. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: 3D Animation Design (3DA I) 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Math Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

Introduction to 3D Animation provides an opportunity for students to get a hands on approach to 3D Animation using a program called Blender. 

Animation jobs are expected to increase 18% over the next 10 years. Average yearly income of an animator is $63,440. Animated movies have 

grossed over $25,000,000,000.00 since 1995. The video game industry added $4.9 billion to U.S GDP. This class will teach students about the 

history of 3D Animation, the basics of animating, and projects throughout the semester that will teach the students the framework to learning 

basic animation. Assignments well done in class will lead to students having a finished animation by the end of the semester. For more information 

visit www.blender.org and http://www.bigbuckbunny.org. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Digital Electronics 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: ½ Elective/Math Related  

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course will teach students the basics of electricity and electronic components. Students will analyze, design, and build digital electronic 

circuits. While implementing these designs, students will continually hone their professional skills, creative abilities, and understanding of the 

circuit design process. Students will practice applications of basic electoral circuits by building simple series and parallel circuits. As students build 

their knowledge, they will apply this knowledge to programmable microcontrollers and computers (Arduino/Raspberry Pi) and create a project 

from scratch. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Project Lead the Way (PLTW)-Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) 

FOR: 9/10 Recommended 

CREDIT: 1 Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: Previous history of strong math and science skills 

 

This course is the first of two foundation courses within the nationally recognized course sequence. Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is the nation’s 

leading science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) program. Students will dig deep into the engineering design process and apply math, 

science and engineering standards to hands-on projects. Individuals and teams will work to design solutions to a variety of problems using 3D 

modeling software. This course is for students who are passionate about pursuing engineering, math or science for their post-secondary education. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Project Lead the Way (PLTW)-Principles of Engineering (POE) 

FOR: 9/10 Recommended 

CREDIT: 1 Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: Previous history of strong math and science skills 

 

This course is the second of two foundation courses within the nationally recognized Project Lead the Way (PLTW) course sequence. Project Lead 

the Way (PLTW) is the nation’s leading science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) program. Through problems that engage and challenge, 

students explore a broad range of engineering topics, including mechanisms, the strength of structures and materials, and automation. Students 

develop skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for design process documentation, collaboration, and presentation. 

The student will learn to use the VEX robotics platform to explore course topics. This course is for students who are passionate about pursuing 

engineering, math or science for their post-secondary education. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Project Lead the Way (PLTW)-Engineering Design and Development (EDD) 

FOR: 11/12 Recommended 

CREDIT: 1 Elective/Math Related 

PREREQUISITES: PLTW IED and POE 

 

Engineering Design and Development (EDD) is the capstone course in the PLTW high school engineering program. It is an open-ended engineering 

research course in which students work in teams to design and develop an original solution to a well-defined and justified open-ended problem by 

applying an engineering design process. Students will perform research to select, define, and justify a problem. After carefully defining the design 

requirements and creating multiple solution approaches, teams of students select an approach, create, and test their solution prototype. Student 

teams will present and defend their original solution to an outside panel. While progressing through the engineering design process, students will 

work closely with experts and will continually hone their organizational, communication and interpersonal skills, their creative and problem solving 

abilities, and their understanding of the design process. Since the projects on which students work can vary with student interest and the 

curriculum focuses on problem solving, EDD is appropriate for students who are interested in any technical career path. EDD should be taken as the 

final capstone PLTW course since it requires application of the knowledge and skills introduced during the PLTW foundation courses.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
Policy on First Semester Failures 

Because of the cumulative nature of world language study, students who fail first semester will be unable to continue with the study of the 

language in the second semester. The student should be encouraged to repeat the class the following year. If the teacher feels that a student has a 

reasonable chance of success in the second semester, in spite of the first semester failure, the teacher may initiate a recommendation to exempt 

the student from this policy. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: French I 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

French I is designed to provide the basis for proficiency in French in all language skills: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing, and 

culture. The course emphasizes competency in using the language. The cultural component is provided as an integral part of skills development and 

is supplemented by films, readings, discussions and projects. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: French IB 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: Completion of French I at middle school level with 60%-85%; teacher’s approval OR Completion of French IA at the 

middle school level with 70% or better; teacher’s approval 

 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed French IA. Students that struggled with French I at the middle school and are 

not yet prepared for French II may also enroll in this course. The pace allows for extra enrichment and further development of previously learned 

material, while teaching the remainder of the French I curriculum, as described. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: French II 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: French I (A grade of at least a B- is required). Or French IB 

 

French II continues to build the skills acquired in French I, with increased emphasis on perfecting pronunciation, listening comprehension, 

developing vocabulary, use of verb tenses and language structure. The course provides a further opportunity for developing competency in using 

the language. The class is conducted in French whenever possible and the students are engaged in conversation appropriate to their level of 

language acquisition. The culture component includes France and French speaking countries. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: French III 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: French II 

 

French III continues all of the objectives outlined in French II. In addition, advanced grammar structures are introduced, and verb tenses are 

reviewed and expanded to include written tenses and all of the spoken tenses. Further emphasis is placed on more independent and advanced 

writing and conversation. Short stories from French literature are introduced. The basic French texts are continued and the last term of the course 

is devoted to reading one or more short French novels with discussions and writing in French. The class is conducted in French with the exception 

of the explanation of advanced grammar concepts. The culture component includes France and increased emphasis on French speaking countries.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: French IV 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: French III 

 

A continuation of French III. Basic grammar and vocabulary will be required and advanced concepts will be further developed. Language skills will 

be used in conversation, reading, and writing. Increased emphasis will be given to the study of literature and culture in French. The course will be 

conducted largely in French. This class may be combined with the Advanced Placement class and/or French V. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: French V 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: French IV 

 

Advanced grammar will be reviewed and increased emphasis will be given to developing vocabulary. Language skills will be used in conversation, 

reading, writing, and the study of literature and culture. Students will be expected to use their acquired French in all classroom activities. The class 

may be combined with the Advanced Placement class and/or French IV. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement French 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Completion of French III with at least an A- or French IV with at least a B, AP teacher approval, required to take AP 

Examinations 

 

This course is to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement French Language and Culture Examination. The class may be combined with 

French IV and/or French V. In general, AP students work with their Level IV or Level V counterparts and have additional outside assignments. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German I 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

This course emphasizes all four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) plus vocabulary building and cultural information. 

Emphasis is placed on cognates and the relationship between English and German as Germanic languages. It is taught with as much spoken German 

as possible, but grammar explanations are in English. Games, films, and other cultural “tidbits” are used, as is the language lab. Grading is based on 

written homework, numerous quizzes, occasional tests, projects, and participation and effort.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German I Honors 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1  

PREREQUISITES: At least a “B” average in German, or teacher approval 

Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German I, and students will be in the same class as regular German I students, but those 

choosing the Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas of language learning: listening, reading, speaking, 

writing, culture, and vocabulary study. This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at events outside of class, will be evaluated as 

part of the total grade in the course. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: German II 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: German I or teacher recommendation 

 

A year-long course continuing the skills and knowledge acquired in German I, but with increased emphasis on reading, writing, and vocabulary 

building as well as increased use of German in class. The method of instruction and grading remains largely the same as described for German I. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German II Honors 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: At least a “B” average in German I, or teacher approval 

DEADLINE: Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German II, and students will be in the same class as regular German II students, but those 

choosing the Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas of language learning: listening, reading, speaking, 

writing, culture, and vocabulary study. This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at events outside of class, will be evaluated as 

part of the total grade in the course. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German III 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: German II or teacher recommendation 

 

A year-long course continuing the skills and knowledge acquired in German II. Increased emphasis is put on the application of language skills in 

conversation, reading, and writing. The course is taught with as much spoken German as possible, although grammar explanations are still mainly 

in English. In the second semester, extra emphasis is put on the culture of the German-speaking countries. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German III Honors 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: At least a “B” average in German, or teacher approval 

DEADLINE: Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German III, and students will be in the same class as regular German III students, but those 

choosing the Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas of language learning: listening, reading, speaking, 

writing, culture, and vocabulary study. This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at events outside of class, will be evaluated as 

part of the total grade in the course. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German IV 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: German III or teacher recommendation 

 

Scheduling may require that students in German IV, V, and /or AP German be together in a class. Assignments and grading are then differentiated 

for the two levels, but the basic content is the same for all. In both semesters there is increased vocabulary development, especially with cognates, 

word-formation concepts, and idioms. (See also AP German). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: German IV Honors 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 

PREREQUISITES: At least a “B” average  

DEADLINE: Students will have the first 20 school days of the semester to make a final decision regarding the Honors designation. 

 

This course consists of the same basic material as in German IV, and students will be in the same class as regular German IV students, but those 

choosing the Honors designation will be required to do extra work in all the following areas of language learning: listening, reading, speaking, 

writing, culture, and vocabulary study. This extra work, which may involve occasional attendance at events outside of class, will be evaluated as 

part of the total grade in the course. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: German V 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: German IV-Teacher recommendation 

 

For those fifth-year students who do not choose to take AP German. The content is the same as in German IV, but the assignments and grading are 

differentiated. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement German-IV 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: German III, AP teacher approval, student required to take AP examination 

 

Students prepare themselves for the German Advanced Placement examination. The content focuses on vocabulary and structures used in current 

colloquial German, with emphasis on reading magazines and short stories, answering content questions, and writing about opinions and events 

from everyday life. A few works of modern German literature are read, and the cultural emphasis is on an overview of how the German-speaking 

countries have developed into what they are today. Students are expected to use German in all classroom activities. (See also German IV). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE GUIDE: Advanced Placement German-V 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: German IV, AP teacher approval, student required to take AP Examination 

 

Students prepare themselves for the German Advanced Placement examination. The content focuses on vocabulary and structures used in current 

colloquial German, with emphasis on reading magazines and short stories, answering content questions, and writing about opinions and events 

from everyday life. A few works of modern German literature are read, and the cultural emphasis is on an overview of how the German-speaking 

countries have developed into what they are today. Students are expected to use German in all classroom activities. (See also German IV). 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Spanish I 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

RECOMMENDATION: None 

 

This course is designed to introduce students to the five basic components of learning a world language: speaking, listening, reading, writing, and 

culture. This course enables the student to build a strong foundation of vocabulary and learn the basic grammar concepts, focusing on the present 

tense verb conjugation, noun/adjective agreement, and sentence structure. Throughout the year, the student will be exposed to the various 

aspects of the Spanish-speaking cultures as they explore the differences and similarities between them. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Spanish IB 

FOR: 9 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Completion of Spanish I at middle school level with 60% - 85%; teacher’s approval 

OR 

Completion of Spanish IA at the middle school level with 70% or better; teacher’s approval 

 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Spanish IA. Students that struggled with Spanish I at the middle school and 

are not yet prepared for Spanish II may also enroll in this course. The pace allows for extra enrichment and further development of previously 

learned material, while teaching the remainder of the Spanish I curriculum, as described above. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Spanish II 

FOR: 9/10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Spanish 1 or Spanish 1B and teacher recommendation. 

Recommendation of 70% or higher in Spanish 1 or Spanish 1B. 

 

This course continues to develop and build upon the skills acquired in Spanish I. The focus remains on the five basic components of learning a world 

language: speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture. This course enables the student to build upon the vocabulary and grammar foundation 

established in Spanish I, as well as learn more advanced grammar concepts, including the past tenses and command forms. This course has an 

emphasis on increasing proficiency for communication in spoken and written Spanish. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Spanish III 

FOR: 10/11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Spanish II or completion of Studies in Spanish II with a grade of at least B+ and teacher 

recommendation 

 

This course continues to develop and build upon the skills acquired in Spanish I and II. The focus remains on the five basic components of learning a 

world language: speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture. This course enables the student to build upon the vocabulary and grammar 

foundation established in Spanish I and II, as well as learn more advanced grammar concepts, including the subjunctive, future, conditional, and 

perfect tenses. This course has an emphasis on increasing proficiency for communication in spoken and written Spanish. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Spanish IV 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Spanish III and teacher recommendation 

 

The focus of Spanish IV remains on the five basic components: speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture. Spanish IV is designed for students 

to apply and develop previously learned grammar concepts as they cultivate the skills necessary to discuss and analyze art, literature, and other 

media. Through this process, students will learn advanced vocabulary and develop superior reading comprehension and writing abilities. A strong 

emphasis is placed on the exclusive use of Spanish in the classroom. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COURSE: Spanish V 

FOR: 12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Spanish IV and teacher recommendation 

 

Spanish V is designed for the student that wishes to continue his/her Spanish studies, but does not choose to take the AP test. These students are 

integrated in with the Spanish IV students. Although the goals of the class are the same as they are for Spanish IV, the Spanish IV/V curriculum is 

rotated yearly to avoid repetition of material. However, the Spanish V student may be expected to complete additional coursework beyond the 

expectations for a Spanish IV student. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE: Advanced Placement Spanish 

FOR: 11/12 

CREDIT: 1 NCAA Credit 

PREREQUISITES: A- or greater average in Spanish III OR B or greater average in Spanish IV Demonstration of comprehension of 

previously-learned concepts via a proficiency test AP Spanish selection committee approval 

 

This course is intended for those students who demonstrate comprehension of intermediate-level Spanish concepts and possess an ability to use 

Spanish in a cohesive and grammatically correct manner to communicate both in speaking and writing. Those students also demonstrate an 

intermediate-level ability to understand and interpret written and spoken Spanish. This course is designed to further develop those skills while 

preparing for the specific expectations of the College Board Advanced Placement Spanish Language Exam. Emphasis is placed on developing a rich 

vocabulary high level of fluency, use and control of complex structures, excellent pronunciation, accurate social and cultural references, 

organization and cohesiveness. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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WORLD LANGUAGE FLOWCHART 

REQUIRED: 2 YEARS 
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